FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Graduate Student Societies of BC welcome much-needed investment in SSHRC Doctoral Fellowships
$26 million would support 540 doctoral researchers across Canada over the next four years

[Vancouver, BC – November 2, 2020] Graduate Student Societies of British Columbia, representing over
18,000 graduate students from across the province, welcome the announcement of a $26 million
investment in SSHRC Doctoral Fellowships by the federal government of Canada.
This funding will support 540 doctoral student researchers in areas of critical social importance, such as
the effects of climate change; the development of sustainable food systems; Indigenous languages; law
and environmental revitalization; the impacts of chronic and recreational cannabis use; and
psychological resilience from past traumas.
“Graduate research funding in Canada has been stagnant for far too long. Graduate students are the
backbone of Canada’s research and innovation sector and its future. We are very pleased to see this
much-needed investment in SSRH Doctoral Fellowships” said Alireza Kamyabi, Vice-President External
Relations at UBC Graduate Student Society. “Now more than ever, we are seeing the importance of
understanding how our society and social institutions function. Our graduate student researchers in
social sciences and humanities are driving those projects, and we’re glad to see them be supported.”
GSSBC acknowledge that more action is needed to revamp Canada’s research sector and will continue
to work with allies across the Canada to advocate for necessary investments in social sciences and
humanities research funding.

Quotes
"We are so appreciative that the government is recognizing the important work that needs to be done
in order to further understand and rectify these large-scale issues. Funding is a necessity for graduate
students to continue such important work and allows them to increase their focus on research instead
of worrying about how to make ends meet. We know that graduate students will rise to the challenge
that large-scale issues pose and we are grateful for the governments support”
Abby Dooks, Director of External Relations, University of Northern British Columbia GSS

